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Abstract 
In today's fierce international trade environment, the exchange of technical 
knowledge is becoming more and more frequent. The infringing goods not only 
damage the legitimate interests of the intellectual property rights holders, but also 
seriously damage the international trade order. The infringement of IPRs has 
gradually become the focus of attention. The protection system of China Customs 
started in the first Sino-US intellectual property negotiations in 1991. in recent years, 
the level of customs protection of IPRs gradually increased, the effectiveness of 
cracking down on IPRs has become increasingly significant, including cases of the 
customs investigation and the cooperation cases with the local public security organs 
and other departments, But at present, it is necessary to accurate positioning of the 
role of customs in the protection of IPRs because there are problems in the practice 
of customs protection of IPRs, which is manifested in the customs' own 
understanding of the level and the limitation of law enforcement ability, the defects 
of the customs legal system, and the hinder of the connection between customs and 
local departments. Accurate positioning of the role of customs will help improve the 
system of intellectual property customs protection, and earnestly safeguard the 
balance of interests between intellectual property rights holders, import and export 
consignees and the public, and further improve the government's public service 
capacity. 
This paper analyzes the role of customs in the protection of IPRs from the 
aspects of consciousness, practice and system, and points out the problems existing 
in the role of customs, including mistaking "servant role " and "manager role", 
"Limited function role" and "full function role", "active role" and "passive role". The 
paper will make suggestions for locating roles, including the maximum recognition 
of the system of private reconciliation, the independence of customs investigation, 
the importance of procedural system and anti-unfair competition legislation, and 
restrictions on patent investigation rights, hoping to promote the development of 
customs protection of IPRs. 
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